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Lego Lovers 
A new Lego experience is now available in the Danish town 
of Billund. The Lego Group unveiled their state-of-the-art 
Lego House, Home of the Brick, a 12,000-square-meter 
(about 39,000 square feet) museum-meets-indoor-theme-
park with a Lego brand store, three restaurants, a forum, 
four different experience zones and a public square. 
Tickets cost about $30; legohouse.com.  source: the guardian 

CANINE CONCIERGE 

E The Park Hyatt Melbourne 
recently recruited Mr. Walker, a 

Labrador. His daily routine includes 
greeting guests, attending client meet-
ings and walking around the grounds.  
The Park Hyatt Chicago also has their 
very own dog concierge, Parker the Pug. 
Mr. Walker and Parker are both former 
guide dogs.  source: travel + leisure 

EASY ELECTRIC 

rWright Electric and EasyJet are 
developing a battery-propelled 

aircraft capable of flights under two 
hours. The electric planes would be 
ideal for short-haul journeys such as 
London to Amsterdam, or Paris to 
Edinburgh. source: springwise newsletter 

IRELAND’S ALCATRAZ

T Spike Island, Ireland was named 
Europe’s leading tourist attrac-

tion at the 2017 World Travel Awards. 
The site of a former monastic settle-
ment dating back to around 1178, the 
103-acre island is also home to a former 
prison; spikeislandcork.ie.

source: traveller.com

TROPICAL TIKEHAU

T Tikehau Island, French Polynesia 
received the number one slot on 

Condé Nast Traveler’s list of the top 20 
beaches in the world. White and pink 
sand, superb snorkeling and crystal 
clear waters await, just a 55-minute 
flight from Tahiti Island.  

source: condé nast traveler

POP IN

T Pop & Rest is creating a peer-to-
peer marketplace where hosts 

offer their empty spaces on a short-term 
basis for up to a few hours. These spac-
es can be used to nap, when waiting for 
check-in, for a workout before commut-
ing home, or for some quiet time. Prior 
to its official launch, Pop & Rest are 
launching their Pop Pods in London. 
These pods will provide a space to nap, 
shower and relax and can be booked for 
30 minutes; popnrest.com.                                                                                     

source: springwise newsletter

BEST IN THE WEST

T Skimag.com’s reader-ranked sur-
vey has rated Deer Valley, UT the 

best place to ski in the western U.S. and 
Sun Valley, ID as a close second. 

source: skimag.com
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Frog Leg Festival 
If some down-home traditional fun is what you’re after, 
check out the Frog Leg Festival in Fellsmere, FL on January 
18-21, 2018. The festival features a craft fair, music and 
frog legs galore. source: froglegfestival.com 

BEST WINTER SPA RETREATS

E If the cold weather and lack of 
sunlight gives you the blues, a 

weekend spa retreat is a sure-fire fix. 
From custom-built soaking tubs to aro-
matherapy rooms these 10 resorts have 
it all.

• Belhurst Castle: Geneva, NY
• Devil’s Thumb Ranch Resort & Spa: 

Tabernash, CO
• Equinox Resort: Manchester Village, 

VT
• Snake River Lodge & Spa: Teton 

Village, WY
• The Ritz-Carlton Lake Tahoe: 

Truckee, CA
• The Whiteface Lodge: Lake Placid, 

NY
• Nemacolin Woodlands Resort: 

Farmington, PA
• Topnotch Resort: Stowe, VT
• Spa at Norwich Inn: Norwich, CT
• Destination: Kohler, WI

source: fodor’s travel 

A+ AIRLINES 

8 The results from Condé Nast’s 
2017 Reader’s Choice Awards are 

in and Virgin America grabbed the top 
slot for Best U.S. Airline. Jet Blue took 
second and Alaska Airlines came in 
third.  source: condé nast traveler 

CURATING OVER 
CROWDSOURCING  

7 The new app, CurEat, is ditching 
the crowd-sourced review system 

in favor of curated lists by top chefs and 
other restaurant industry professionals 
to provide restaurant recommendations 
you can trust. The app also allows you 
to make your own lists to share with 
friends; cureatapp.com.    

source: food & wine 

I SPY 

T Spyscape, a new museum dedi-
cated to espionage, is slated 

to open in midtown Manhattan this 
December. The 60,000-square-foot space 
will feature seven main galleries and 
interactive options for visitors. Adult 
admission tickets are $39; spyscape. 
com. source: the washington post

SEA OF GREEN

E The recently opened Palácio 
Tangará in Sao Paulo’s Burle 

Marx Park has 141 guest rooms, includ-
ing 59 suites, offering spectacular views 
of greenery. The park is renowned for its 
wildlife with a wide variety of rare bird, 
butterflies and flora. Guests can enjoy 
the surrounding nature from their pri-
vate terrace, poolside lounge or while 
dining al fresco from the menu. Rooms 
start at $450; oetkercollection.com.

source: travel + leisure

SAFETY FIRST

7 Safety takes no holiday and with 
the SafeRideWalkSafe app you 

can stay safe wherever you are. When 
you are traveling, the app provides real-
time updates to your chosen contacts 
and alerts them when you arrive at your 
destination. source: saferidewalk.com

TOP MARKS

E The 2017 Condé Nast Traveler 
USA Readers’ Choice Awards 

ranked hotel Mulia Senayan, Jakarta 
and The Mulia, Mulia Resort & Villas-
Nusa Dua, Bali as Best Hotels & Resorts 
in The World. source: prnewswire 

OPERATIC OCEAN/ 
SILVERSEA SINGING 

- Silversea Cruises debuted a 
new opera production, “Grand 

Amore,” on November 2nd aboard the 
Silver Whisper. The show will even-
tually be staged fleet-wide and will 
include new musical tracks recorded by 
London’s Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
and performed live; silversea.com.

source: la times 


