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[People]

Agency of the Year 
Recipient Joins 
Eagle Creek
EAGLE CREEK HAS HIRED ANGEL CASTEL-
lanos of Travel Ambassador Sales and 
Marketing for luggage specialty representa-
tion in Southern California, Arizona and 

Southern Nevada. 
Castellanos joins the 
Eagle Creek team with 
the unique distinction 
of having already won 
Agency of the Year 
for Eagle Creek with 
another firm, adding 
to his strong history 
of growing sales for a 
number of travel retail-

ers and brands. In 2012, he launched a 
series of “Travel Smart” events at retail-
ers across the West, which has gained 
him national attention. When not working, 
Castellanos can be found somewhere out-
side the U.S. borders, gaining travel insights. 

Stephen DiBlasio 
Joins Team Ricardo
RICARDO BEVERLY HILLS ANNOUNCES 
Stephen DiBlasio as its new northeast 
sales director. DiBlasio’s experience in the 
luggage industry began over 25 years ago. 

He has worked for 
Lark/Samsonite as 
eastern regional sales 
manager and was vice 
president of sales at 
Atlantic Luggage. Most 
recently he worked 
for the TRG Group’s 
corporate market divi-
sion as senior regional 
sales manager. Based 

in New York, DiBlasio will focus on develop-
ing new business and servicing customers 
in the northeast.

“We are very excited about Stephen 
joining our sales organization,” said Ricardo 
Beverly Hills President Paul Sarazin. “He 
has some extensive industry experience, 
which will serve him well in his role with our 
company. 

“I’m very much looking forward to jump-
ing back into the retail channel with Ricardo,” 
said DiBlasio.

[Product]

Designer Tablet Cases
FASHION AND DESIGN MEET IT 
in Bombata® Bags’ new Piccola 
Collection that includes a Tablet 
Case for 10” tablets and a Mini 
Tablet Case for 7.9” tablets. 
Designed by Fabio Guidoni in Italy, 
Piccola reflects the Bombata aes-
thetic of color, fun and fashion 
and is the perfect accessory for 
both men and women. Each sleek 
case size has a frame, which can 
be lifted and moved to a standing 
position when the folio is partially 
closed. Each also has a notepad pocket, four card pockets, three full-depth pock-
ets and one vertical slip pocket. Both cases come in a large variety of colors. 
MSRP $42.50/7.9” case; $49.50/10” case. To see these tablet cases and oth-
ers, visit www.bombatabags.com.

Tangle-Free Traveling
INTRODUCING MAGBAG, THE FIRST AND ONLY MAGNET-LINED CASE THAT HOLDS 
all objects in place, thereby eliminating the hassles and frustrations of twisted and 
scratched jewelry when traveling. This patented liner system flexes around objects 
placed in the bag, creating a “vacuum-seal” effect. Whether fashion or fine jewelry, 
pieces placed in the bag are tightly secured until magbag is unzipped and opened 
again. It holds cosmetics in place, too. magbag is available in three sizes: On-The-
Go (small), Overnighter (medium) and Extended Stay (large). All sizes are available 
in black, cream and white. Note: Magnets do interfere with timing mechanisms so 
watches are not recommended for use with magbag. Retails range from $29.95 
to $49.95. For more information and to see a video about how magbag works, 
visit www.getmagbag.com.

Angel Castellanos

Stephen DiBlasio

Bombata Bags gives travelers a stylish 
way to “wear” their ever-present tablets 

with the Piccola Collection.

magbag is a must-have accessory for business travelers and vacationers.

Furry Friends Unzip a Backpack
TUG PETSAC’S ZIPPER PULL TAIL AND VOILA! YOUR SOFT AND  

cuddly plush toy reveals a full size backpack inside. 
Made of durable and wipe-clean ripstop nylon 
and available in a variety of plush and patterns, 

this patent-pending back-
pack has two compart-
ments and two pockets, 
perfect for a little one’s 
travels and sleepovers. 
Visit www.petsac.com for 
more information. MSRP 
$24.99

PETSac is the first-ever 
backpack-in-plush.
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Travel and Every-
day Handbag
VICENZO LEATHER PRESENTS ITS NEW 
ultra-modern Kimberly Tote Leather 
Handbag. This beautifully designed hand-
bag comes in two colors: black and a mix 
of black and brown. Made from refined 
soft pebble leather and accessorized with 
a silver metallic hook that connects the 
shoulder handle of the bag, it is the per-
fect travel or everyday companion bag. 
Women will appreciate the big size of the 
bag, the striking red lining and fine detail-
ing. MSRP $199-$250. For more informa-
tion, visit www.vicenzoleather.com.

Triforce Luggage Rolls Out Artisan 
Collection
AT THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GOODS 
Show, Triforce Luggage launched four contemporary 
and colorful luggage sets with the vibrant designs 
of world-renowned neo-pop artist Francisco Ceron. 
Inspired by Ceron’s unique City Icons – New York, 
South Beach, Spring, and Music & Flowers – 
each set includes a 22”, 26” and 30” upright 
rolling spinner case made of lightweight 
impact-resistant polycarbonate with an eight-
wheel system for optimal movement. Cases 
have a fully-lined interior with organizational 
pockets and built-in TSA-accepted combina-
tion lock. MSRP $1,200/3-piece set. To 
see each set in the Ceron Collection, visit  
www.triforceluggage.com.

World’s First Smart Travel Padlock
DIGIPAS USA LAUNCHED THE PATENTED EGEETOUCH® NFC-DRIVEN SMART TRAVEL 
Padlock at The 2015 International Travel Goods Show. A winner of the 2015 International 
CES Innovation Awards in the “Tech for Better World” category, this lock uses Near Field 
Communication (NFC) and smart identification technologies to safeguard personal belong-
ings during a trip unmatched by any conventional keyed/digit-wheel combination lock. It 
offers multiple access methods, enabling users to access luggage contents using their 
own NFC-enabled devices, including smartphone or tagged wallet. It is TSA-compliant, pre-
venting luggage or travel bags from being damaged by inspecting custom officers in the 
airports. Coupled with proprietary authentication pro-
tocols capable of generating over 100 million encrypt-
ed codes stored in the Mobile App and One-Touch 
functions, this smart lock provides a truly hassle-free 
and peace-of-mind travel experience for increasingly 
mobile frequent travelers. MSRP $39.50. To see how 
this lock redefines the access-gaining method for 
modern luggage, visit www.egeetouch.com.

Chic Line of  
Luggage Tags
SPRAYCO INTRODUCES A NEW LINE OF 
luggage tags perfect for quick trips, family 
vacations – even business travels. As an 
extension of the company’s travel plastics 
offerings, Sprayco has expanded to offer 
luggage tags that are both fashionable 
and affordable. With six designs to choose 
from, there is a motif for everyone in the 
family. Each luggage tag is equipped with 
a vinyl loop for securing to any bag and 
also contains space for filling in personal 
information in case of lost luggage. MSRP 
$0.99/tag.

To see the variety of themes available, 
visit www.sprayco.com.

Sprayco  
offers  
afford- 
able and  
trendy  
luggage tags.

Vicenzo Leather’s 
Kimberly Tote 

Leather  
Handbag 

Cutting-edge fashion and high quality 
functionality: it’s the Ceron Collection 

from Triforce Luggage.

There’s no key to forget, no digit-wheel to dial, no code to remember with 
DIGIPAS USA’s eGeeTouch® NFC-driven Smart Travel Padlock.

Fully Packable Duffel
FOR YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE OR FAMILY TRAVELS, PACK GRANITE GEAR’S WHEELED 
Packable Duffel. Similar in features to the original Packable Duffel, its non-wheeled 
counterpart, this bag is also carried by hand with reinforced padded handles, over-the-
shoulder or as a backpack with its load-stabilizing and adjustable sternum straps. With 
rugged, impact-absorbing wheel housing, these duffels 
travel and carry with ease and then pack down 
into a small carrying case for space-saving 
storage. This duffel, with its large U-shaped 
zippered main compartment  with zipper 
storm flap, features complete Taurpalite 
fabric construction for maximum protec-
tion against the elements and a BARRIER 
zipper tricot-lined pocket for valuables. 
Available in 30” and 36” models, the 
duffel comes in basalt/flint and black/
flint. MSRP $89.99/$99.99. To see this 
collection, visit www.granitegear.com.

The carrying  
case, which the full duffle  

packs into, can be attached to the bag via 
MOLLE loops as an extra compartment.
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Scandinavian outer shell design that combines 
aesthetics with the pragmatics of added stiff-
ness and strength. This is what EPIC HDX 
is. Using outstanding raw materials like 100% 
Bayer Makrolon® polycarbonate for the 
outer shell and excellent components 
like Hinomoto wheels (cabin model) and 
DualTRAK wheels (medium and large 
cases), or EPIC’s uniquely protective 
Hexacore outer surface make it, of 
course, much easier. But still, it’s all 
baked together in a uniquely EPIC 
way into a lightweight, tough package. 
MSRP $380/$440/$480. Visit www.
epictravelgear.com for more details.

[Product]

Well-Centered 
Collection
BEAUTIFUL AND ECO-FRIENDLY, THE  
three-piece Vortex P.E.T. Hardcase Spinner 
Series by Olympia USA includes a 21” 
carry-on and 25” and 29” cases. Fully 
expandable, the set features eight jumbo 
Spinner wheels, lightweight aluminum 
locking handle system and built-in TSA-
accepted three-dial lock system. On the 
interior, the bag includes an internal divid-
er and a wet pouch and mesh pocket. It 
has a 10-year limited manufacturer’s war-
ranty. MSRP $840/set. For more informa-
tion, visit www.luggageamerica.com.

Collection for Frequent Business,  
Leisure Travelers
TRAVELPRO® INTRODUCES LUXURIOUS PLATINUM® 
Magna™ 2, handsomely crafted with superior fabrics and 
genuine leather accents.  Loaded with innovations, this 
13-piece collection features a 360° Dual Wheel Spinner 
system with patented, self-aligning MagnaTrac™ wheel 
technology that ensures the bag always rolls straight. 
Spinner models feature the patented Contour Grip, the 
first handle grip designed specifically for spinner luggage 
to provide more comfort and control and relieve stress on 
the shoulder, arm, hand and wrist.  All rolling  pieces are 
well equipped with the patented PowerScope extension 
handle, which minimizes wobble and has multiple stops 
at 38”, 40” and an extra tall 42.5”. Amenities include 
tapered expansion capabilities to enhance stability while 
providing more packing capacity; brushed chrome accents; 
SUPRA™ zipper heads; RFID-blocking interior pockets 
in select models; suiter systems; and deluxe interiors. 
Available in black and olive, Platinum Magna 2 redefines 
premium travel and ensures a lifetime of satisfaction with 
a Worry-Free Warranty. MSRP $340-$860. For more details 
about this collection’s features, visit www.Travelpro.com.

Comfort Cushion with Blanket
TALK ABOUT HARDWORKING. THE COMFORT CUSHION BY SKORCH ORIGINAL FROM  
En Route Travelware is a seat cushion with microbeads that reduces pressure points and 
increases circulation; becomes a foot rest and helps reduce leg swelling by improving 
circulation; and steps in as a travel pillow 
with its flexible design that adjusts for 
comfort. It also provides lumbar support 
when folded in half and, when placed under 
your knees, gives back and leg support. 
But that’s not all. It also has a cozy blanket 
for warmth, comfort and cleanliness. MSRP 
$28.99. To learn more about this item, visit 
www.skorchoriginal.com.

 

Heavy Duty Meets Lightweight
GREAT QUALITY. RUGGED FUNCTIONALITY. EPIC’S HDX™ HEXACORE™ BOASTS A CLEAN  

The eco-friendly Vortex by Olympia USA

Travel Case for 
Your Watch
WITH DELICATELY CRAFTED SAFFIANO 
leather juxtaposed against a rich gray 
luxury suede interior, this Executive Single 
Watch Travel Case by Royce Leather caters 
to those seeking leather style and sophis-
tication and practical design. Relaxed 
and refined, the case opens to reveal 
a soft removable cushion to showcase 
a single watch and has a snap closure 
for easy travel. MSRP $65. See this 
item and others from Royce Leather at  
www.RoyceLeatherGifts.com.

Royce Leather’s Executive Single Watch 
Travel Case comes in black.

The ultra-durable Platinum 
Magna 2 is the pinnacle of 

fashion, intelligent function-
ality and design innovation.

One pillow does it all with the  
Comfort Cushion.

EPIC’s HDX Hexacore stands ready to accompany adventurers.
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Olivet Collection in Rainbow of Colors
REVO’S NIGHT LIGHTS COLLECTION FROM OLIVET FEATURES ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT  

construction in 840D dobby polyester atop four wheel spinners. Expandable 
and with an aluminum push-button handle 
system, pieces include a 22” Wheeled 
Duffel and 20”, 25” and 29” Expandable 

Spinners. Cases are available in black, 
blue, lime, orange and plum. MSRP 
$180/$200/$240/$280. For more 
information, visit www.revoluggage.com.

REVO’s Night Lights 
Collection from Olivet 

showcases modern 
design and technical 

innovation.

Classic Look
CABRELLI’S CARRY-ON SIZE SOFIA  
Classic in textured PVC has responsive 
inline wheels and padded compartments 

for 15.6” laptops and 
tablets of any size. 
This top-zip Rollerbrief 
with two side pockets 
comes in black/white 
and taupe/multi. 

MSRP $160. Visit 
www.cabrelli.ca 
for more details.

Travelers Club Gears Up for Adventure
TRAVELERS CLUB® LUGGAGE DEBUTS THE REDWOOD COLLECTION, OUTDOOR  
adventure-worthy bags with plenty of room for your gear. The fully-lined 30” 2-Section 
Drop-Bottom Rolling Duffel and the 20” Sport Duffel each has a large main compartment 

with U-shaped opening and lots of accessory pockets. 
The former features large inline blade wheels, a push-
button telescopic handle, top and side padded carry 

handles, compression straps in the bot-
tom compartment and a zippered bever-

age holder. The latter is easy to tote with 
a padded carry handle and an adjust-

able/detachable padded shoul-
der strap. The duffels are 

made of 300D honeycomb 
ripstop and 600D poly-
ester. MSRP $45/20”; 
$150/30”. For additional 
details, visit www.travelers 

club.com.

Cabrelli’s  
Sofia  

Classic

A Bag That Says, 
‘Bring It!’
GOT A BIT MORE THAN A WALLET-SIZED 
bounty? Don’t let the Stride’s slender 
appearance fool you; it is made for vol-
ume. From Haiku, the Stride’s two main 
accordion-style compartments expand 
easily to accommodate the essentials and 
then some – everything from a passport, 
bills and credit cards to small items.  Its 
interior slip pockets are perfect for a 
phone and pocket-size planner. For extra 
security, use the shoulder strap and snap 
the hook to secure the main zippered 
compartment. Hold it like a clutch or 
liberate your hands with the cross-body 
strap. Made with 100% CyclePET polyester 
fabric and featuring a water-resistant lining 
and coating, this bag can handle it all, in 
stride. MSRP $52. Visit www.haikubags.
com for more information.

Haiku’s Stride is equally comfortable 
dressed up or with jeans.

Travelers Club’s Redwood Collection  
comes in green or orange with charcoal trim.

The Key to Cord Management
LCI BRANDS’ URBANGEAR COL-
lection makes everyday life easier 
and includes multipurpose and 
durable items like the  RŌP  Wire 
Ties. These ties manage cords and 
cables, form hooks, prop electron-
ics, attach gear and secure sports 
equipment. Ideal for camping, back-
packing, sports, tools, garage orga-
nization, toys and more, this item is 
weather-resistant for both indoor and 
outdoor use. It is made of silicone-
encased stainless steel wire and is 
available in blue, gray, red and yel-
low. MSRP $4.99. To view the entire 
UrbanGear Collection, visit  www.lci 
brands.com. 

RŌP Wire Ties from 
LCI Brands’ UrbanGear 

Collection
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Versatile Tote Can Do It All
THE TOGETHER TOTE FROM PORTAGIO 
by Talus pulls everything together 
with durable nylon, genuine leath-
er, spacious storage, uncommon 
organization and exceptional 
versatility – day or night. A ver-
satile tote that dresses 
up or down, it can be a 
weekend bag, carry-on 
bag, work tote, baby 
tote – whatever you 
need. Exceptional fea-
tures include a travel 
sleeve, two side bottle 
pockets, eight inside pock-
ets, a padded electronics 
compartment, two outside 
compartments, leather key 
fob, leather handles and an 
adjustable shoulder strap. The 
Together Tote has all this, yet 
weighs just two lbs. MSRP $99. For more information, visit 
www.talusproducts.com/portagio-organizer-bags-s/1867.htm. 
See how organized this tote can be at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6RnY06RYhOM. 

New Eco-friendly  
P.E.T. Spinners for  
Traveler’s Choice
TRAVELER’S CHOICE® TRAVELWARE INTRODUCES ITS NEWEST 
Eco Traveler® branded three-piece P.E.T. Hardside Spinner set, 
featuring a patent-pending 360° Cyclone Spherical eight-wheel 
spinner system and T-Cruiser handle system. In sizes 20”, 24” 
and 28”, these super light cases are cold-resistant and as 
strong as polycarbonate. Cases have a fully lined interior with 
internal pockets and a retractable Add-A-Bag strap to help carry 
extra bags. Bonus: The hardside material is non-toxic, has no 
BPAs and can pass REACH standards. 
MSRP $799.99/set. For more infor-
mation about this premium eco-friend-
ly collection, visit www.traveler 
choice.com.

This Eco Traveler 
branded set of 
luggage from 
Traveler’s 
Choice 
Travelware 
gives maxi-
mum durability 
with minimum 
impact on the 
environment.

New Line of Liquid  
Dispensers
AVOID THE COST AND HASSLE OF 
purchasing toiletries and cosmet-
ics on arrival or transporting bulky 
standard sized items in check-
in luggage: Go Travel has incor-
porated hand luggage-approved 
Squeezy Bottles into its range of 
travel toiletry solutions. Designed 
to adhere to airport liquid regula-
tions, the malleable bottles allow 
travelers to take all of their favor-
ite grooming products with them 
on-the-go. These bottles feature a 
leak-proof, non-drip cap and handy 
suction cup that can be attached 
to a shower wall for effortless dis-
pensing and a convenient height. 
Travelers can keep their products 
up off the shower floor, ensuring complete hygiene and ease-of-
use. Ideal for liquids, gels, foams and lotions, the reusable 100ml 
silicone bottles will remain leak-proof throughout the journey, 
even at high altitude. These color-coded bottles are a simple way 
to organize products to avoid inconvenient mix-ups, saving time 
and money. MSRP $14.99. For more information, contact sales@ 
go-travelproducts.com or visit go-travelproducts.com. 

Waxed Twill Gives  
Collection a Workwear Feel
THE CENTURY COLLECTION, CONSTRUCTED OF CRISP BLUE  
twill oil-waxed for water-resistance and trimmed with brown leather-
ette, is HEX’s take on “classic workwear.” Making its debut in this 
collection is the Convertible Tote (MSRP $99.95), a stylish east/
west carpenter bag silhouette engineered with padded protection 
for up to a 15” laptop. Additionally, there is separate tablet stor-
age, a roomy main compartment, a padded front-access pocket 
for your phone or other essentials and custom-sized exterior snap 
pockets perfect for metro cards, spare change and more. The tote 
can be hand-carried or worn over-the-shoulder and comes with a 
removable shoulder strap. This strap can also be woven through 
an ingenious loop on the back of the bag and – viola! – now it’s a 
backpack. Pieces in this collection retail from $39.95 to $139.95. 
For more information on the collection, visit www.shophex.com/
shop/collections/century-collection.

Keep it all together in light-
weight comfort and organized 

convenience with the Together 
Tote from Portagio.

Go Travel Squeezy Bottles 
make traveling with the 

comforts of home easier. 

The Century Collection 
is classic with a 
modern twist that 
will complement any 
wardrobe.
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Pathfinder Adds PX-10 to 
the Brand Family
LEGACY TRAVEL GOODS BRAND PATHFINDER, 
noted for rugged, durable business luggage, 
has added Pathfinder PX-10 to the family of col-
lections. The PX-10 is an entry price point 
spinner series of two check-in sizes 
(24” and 28”), a matching spin-
ner 20” carry-on that weighs only 
5.2 lbs and a coordinated rolling 
Under Seat Bag.

“These pieces meet the 
needs of today’s busy business 
travelers who demand quality 
and durability when they make 
their travel goods selections,” 
said President and COO Scott 
Kosmin. 

The PX-10 Collection comes 
in black and navy. MSRP $240-
$360. To see individual pieces, 
visit www.pathfinderluggage.com.

Totes as Diverse and  
Vibrant as Chicago’s  
Neighborhoods
THE LATEST ASSORTMENT OF CASUAL BUSINESS TOTES FROM 
Chicago-based McKleinUSA is dedicated to the women who live, 
work and play in the Windy City’s metropolitan neighborhoods. 
Featuring red and black leather and notable for an elegant, clean 
line design, each M Series style – including Serafina (shown) – 
presents a different combination of elements: exterior side, slip 
pockets, contrast stitching, complementary leather, decorative 
buckles and geometric gold-tone hardware. Each of the eight totes 
offers an exterior rear zipper pocket and top zip closure. Interiors 
are fully lined with a high contrast paisley print. The back wall has 
two large slip pockets for notebook or tablet, 
protected with a Velcro® closure on a 
leather flap-over. The front wall features 
a large zipper pocket and two leather-
detailed accessory slip pockets. Each 
tote has protective metallic feet; 
all have understated detail. MSRP 
$210. To see all the bags 
in this collection, visit  
www.mckleinusa.com.

McKlein’s M Series 
Serafina Tote has two 

complementary soft and 
smooth leathers, wrap-
around decorative gold-

tone buckles and metallic 
stud accents.

Keep a Cool Head
TRAVELING TO A HOT OR SUNNY CLIMATE? PACK A SAFARI 
Hatbandoo from Blubandoo® Cooling Headwear and Accessories. 
Filled with non-toxic polymer crystals that expand to a gel when 
immersed in water, Blubandoo products quickly dry to the touch, 
but stay hydrated, keeping the wearer cool, due to the slow gel 
evaporation, for up to three days before completely drying and 
returning to their original shape. This reusable Safari Hatbandoo 
is crushable and packable and can be customized with your 
company’s name or tagline. MSRP $29.95 (customizing extra 
charge). Blubandoo also offers retail point-of-purchase displays, 
demo DVDs and fun hangtags designed to raise customer 
awareness about Blubandoo’s cooling magic and enhance sales 
within your retail store. 
For more information 
about this hat or the 
full line of Blubandoo 
Cooling Headwear and 
Accessories, call 949-
545-6105 and visit 
www.blubandoo.com.

Simply soak your 
Hatbandoo by 
Blubandoo in water 
for five minutes and 
stay cool for days.

Case with Award-Winning 
Handle
AMONG ITS MANY TRAVEL-FRIENDLY FEATURES, THE PIVOTAL™ 
Transport Case from Dynamic Brands offers the patented  
PIVOT-GRIP™ handle that rotates 360° to reduce arm and wrist 
strain during travel. It rolls smoothly along on two large all-terrain 
wheels and has a lift handle on the bottom of the case for easy 
hefting. There’s more: This case also has a main compartment 
with a divider support system that easily anchors into place to pro-
vide separate packing sections or simply folds down to give you 
maximum capacity. All this in a durable and lightweight ABS shell 
and external TSA-accepted lock. Available in 41” and 44” models, 
it comes in black with red trim. MSRP $349.95/$399.95. To see 
how it works, visit www.pivotalgear.com.

PIVOTAL’s Transport Case with 
PIVOT-GRIP™ handle won 

the Red Dot award 
for design  
concept. 

The Pathfinder PX-10
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It’s Your Move
IT’S FUN AND GAMES ON-THE-GO WITH 
Playluggage. Measuring 18.9” x 12.6” x 
7.8”, cases feature a lightweight alumi-
num frame or rubber zipper frame with 
lining and ABS plastic covers that are 
moisture-resistant and maintain shape 
while offering the most protection. The 
front of the outside shell features a variety 
of board games to play while traveling: 
checkers, chess and backgammon with 
magnetic games pieces and football with 
dry erase board and markers to step up 
your game with strategic planning. The 
rear facing shell features original artwork 
for each different game. All suitcases have 
TSA-accepted lock systems and slightly 
protruding wheels that take up little space 
and are extremely shock-resistant. MSRP 
$199. To see the full collection, visit www.
playluggage.com. For more details, con-
tact Leila at leila@playluggage.com.

First Hardside To Open Like  
A Softside
DELSEY UNVEILS THE HELIUM SHADOW 3.0 COLLECTION, 
featuring a unique top lid opening to offer the convenience 
of softside packing in a durable, lightweight polycarbonate 
hardside case. Clothing, coats and shoes can all be packed 
in one main compartment, accommodating larger items 
and maximizing space for a variety of packing options. 
The top lid opening also makes it easy to pack in small 
places; open the suitcase on a luggage rack; or access 
last-minute items when the bag is packed in the trunk of a 
car. Available in four sizes, the collection has four sets of 
silent-running, double spinner wheels and an ergonomically 
designed telescoping handle. Available in purple, platinum, 
black and blue, collection pieces are also expandable and 
have a recessed TSA-accepted combination lock. MSRP 
$129.99-$179.99. Sale price for the carry-on: $129.99. 
For more information, visit www.delsey.com.

Softside convenience, hardside case – it’s DELSEY’s Helium Shadow 3.0.

[Milestones]

Paul R. Gallin
PAUL R. GALLIN OF MORELAND HILLS, OH, DIED JAN. 26, 2015 AT AGE 62. BORN 
on Jan. 24, 1953, Paul graduated from Hawken School and Cornell University. He 
was the president and owner of Ohio Travel Bag. Paul is survived by his mother, Jean 
Sokol, sister Andrea (Morse) Taylor and niece Zoey Taylor.

Frank Saliba
INDUSTRY PIONEER AND FOUNDER OF ELIZABETH LEATHER-
ways, Frank Saliba succumbed to mesothelioma on March 8, 
2015. He was 68 years old.

Jack Georges, Frank’s nephew, remembers him fondly: 
“Frank was highly respected as a designer, an inventor and 
a trendsetter. He took me under his wing and introduced me 
to the bag business when I was only 18 years old. He was a 
gentleman and loved for his kindness and generosity.”

Frank was born March 10, 1947 to a family of leather 
craftsmen and shoemakers. He eventually found a passion 
for leather handbags and briefcases.  His entrepreneurial 

spirit inspired him to start Elizabeth Leatherways, where he introduced the “case 
base” and a line of unisex bags and ladies’ business cases that changed the direc-
tion of the industry and became one of his legacies. Frank is survived by his wife 
and three daughters.

Seymour Schwartz
SEYMOUR SCHWARTZ, 83, DIED APRIL 13, 2015 AFTER A COURAGEOUS BATTLE 
with lymphoma. Born in Brooklyn on June 18, 1931, Seymour served in the Korean 
War and helped build Monarch Luggage into one of the largest luggage manufactur-
ers in the country. A part-owner, he retired from the company in 2001. He is survived 
by his children Lynne Koufakis and husband, Michael; Helene DeCillis and husband, 
Paul; and Richard Schwartz and wife, Greta; and by seven grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held on April 15 for Seymour, who many considered a real role model.

Frank Saliba

Playluggage makes traveling more enjoy-
able, letting you pass the time by play-
ing a game with a friend.
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Urban Style Essential
FUSING BOLD URBAN STYLING WITH A PATENTED, TECH-
nically innovative frame and lock system, the new 
Carapace Collection from Lojel is built around a curved 
aluminum alloy frame extrusion. Carapace redefines 
the nature of framed suitcases with a custom-built TSA 
flat-lock system and a surprisingly minimal weight. The 
distinctive styling of the mirror-finish polycarbonate shells 
is available in a striking mix of black, white and tanger-
ine. Cases are available in small, medium and large. 
MSRP $299.95/$349.95/$399.95. For more informa-
tion on where to purchase the Carapace Collection, call 
1-855-LOJELUS (565-3587) or email customerservice@
lojel.us.

A Bag for Any Destination
PLANNING TO VISIT THE MOUNTAINS OR A FAVORITE TROPICAL LAGOON? 
Parinda’s soft but sturdy Arianna handbag in pebble grain faux leather has 

contrasting double straps and brushed yellow gold-toned chain link hard-
ware. The exterior has subtle stitching and a grab-and-go zipper pocket 

with a reinforced stud accent pull. The bag’s zipper top opens to a 
soft color-matched full nylon lining and a spacious interior with 

reinforced bottom offers two zippered organizer pockets and 
three accessory-friendly open pockets. MSRP $75. To see 
this bag’s detail, visit www.shopparinda.com.

Parinda’s Arianna comes in green and brown.

Email your classified ad to Cathy Hays 
c/o Travel Goods Showcase at chaystga@
aol.com. Deadline for the Fall 2015 issue 
is August 7, 2015.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR REPS FOR 
ITALIAN BRAND LAUNCH
Italian manufacturer of lightweight hard-
side luggage looking to expand is seeking 
independent sales reps with a good repu-
tation and connections in retail stores, 
travel stores, airport stores and big box 
stores. Many territories are open at this 
early stage of the brand launch. Reply to 
harry.s@hontus.com, 954-774-7589.

[Letter to the Editor]
WELL, IT’S TIME TO SAY GOODBYE TO AN INDUSTRY AND A LOT OF FRIENDS, AS I 
am retiring. 

I want to express my gratitude to all of my clients, friends and suppliers who have 
made this such a rich, varied and interesting career. I’ve been fortunate to work with 
some of the best domestic and international brands, travel extensively around the 
world and pick up a priceless education in understanding what goes into the design 
and manufacture of fine bags and leather goods. 

Some highlights for me:
•	My first design projects in the 1980s with Lands’ End and Coach – my introduc-

tion to freelance design. 
•	Traveling to Italy, Thailand and the Caribbean – three of my favorite cultures. 
•	Getting an amazing industry education at Hartmann in the late 1980s when I 

was their design director. 
•	Learning from companies like Bosca, Coach, Longchamp, Polo, ZERO Halliburton 

and Ghurka what goes into the making of premium leather goods. 
•	Working with clients in the luggage, handbag, business case, outdoor, golf and 

western industries. 
Brooks Design Group, my independent design consultancy, is now 25 years old 

and I’m ready for new things. I’ll be spending time nurturing a fledgling infused olive 
oil business (very artisanal!), training to be a master gardener, kayaking and catching 
up on my reading. 

But before I go, I want to say thanks to my good friends and clients in gratitude 
for a unique, fascinating and rewarding career: I couldn’t have done it without you! 

So long, and thanks for all the fish. 
Steve Brooks

SEBENS CONSULTING  
& ASSOCIATES

YOUR PARTNERS IN 
SUCCESS

•	 Strategic Planning
•	 Branding, Sales and Marketing
•	 Merchandising and Line Planning
•	 Product Development and Design
•	 Retail and e-commerce solutions
•	 Sourcing, Manufacturing, Distribution 

and Import Management
•	 Retail Store Planning and Operations
•	 Manufacturing Tech Support,  

including QA and Environmental 
Regulation Compliance

•	 Executive Leadership and General 
Management Services

Supporting brands, entrepreneurs, 
manufacturers and retailers. 

Contact
David@DavidSebens.com

info@SebensConsulting.com
T: 732.369.6886
M: 732.675.4917

www.SebensConsulting.com

Lojel launches the  
Carapace Collection.
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