
Travel Goods SHOWCASE  Fall 2015

Travelbits

9

World’s First AnimAl 
terminAl

8 The new Ark Terminal at John F. 
Kennedy Airport will feature a 

20,000-square-foot facility where dogs 
can romp, a faux jungle setup where 
cats can climb trees, and even special 
stalls for larger animals like horses and 
cows, complete with showers, hoof- 
friendly flooring, and – for all – massages.   
 source: new york post

no nAchos

= Chef Luis Garza was classically 
trained in Italian food; now he 

has elevated Mexican food in the tiny 
El Asador Steakhouse – just one of the 
more than a dozen new restaurants 
newly opened in Detroit, MI, a city fresh 
out of bankruptcy and angling toward 
boomtown. source: wall street journal

tAking Up residence 

E Lesic Dimitri Palace, built in the 
18th century as the bishop’s pal-

ace in the heart of medieval Korcula, 
offers a strong sense of place. Its five 
sea view suites are each decorated after 
a different Marco Polo-inspired destina-
tion; www.lesic-dimitri.com.

source: the star tribune

cUbA boUnd?

- Carnival Corporation, the world’s 
largest cruise operator, said it 

has received U.S. approvals to operate 
cruises to Cuba and plans to start in 
May, if it gets the OK from the Cuban 
government. source: nbc news

And the Winner is…

E Jetsetter.com recently announced 
the winners of its annual 2015  

Best of the Best hotel awards in a vari-
ety of categories. Some of this year’s 
winners: 
•	Best Newcomer: Mondrian London at 

Sea Containers, London, UK
•	Best Over-the-Top Luxury:  

Baccarat Hotel & Residences,  
New York, NY

•	Best Nightlife:  25hours Hotel Bikini,  
Berlin, Germany

•	Best for Communing with Nature:  
Lion Sands River Lodge, Sabi Sands, 
Mpumalanga, South Africa

•	Best for Wellness: Terme di Saturnia 
Spa & Golf Resort, Tuscany, Italy 

•	Best Eco-Lodge: Mukul Beach Golf  
& Spa, Guacalito de La Isla, 
Nicaragua

•	Best Business-Meets-Pleasure: The 
Langham, Chicago, IL 

•	Best for Romance: One&Only 
Palmilla, Los Cabos, Mexico

•	Best on the Beach: Uxua Casa Hotel 
& Spa, Trancoso, Brazil

•	Best Far-Flung Escape: Soneva Kiri, 
Ko Kut, Thailand

•	Best for Families: The Inn at 
Palmetto Bluff, a Montage Resort, 
Bluffton, SC

•	Best All-Inclusive: Blue Diamond 
Riviera, Maya, Mexico

source: jetsetter.com

good night, sleep tight 

Here’s a look at how hotels are rethinking your bedtime routine to 
help travelers sleep better on the road:
 � Stay Well Dawn Simulator: The bedside fixture at the MGM 
Grand gradually wakes you up with cortisol-producing shades 
of blue light.
 �Noise-Reducing Headboards: The next-generation Crowne Plaza 
room features angled padded headboards placed slightly away 
from the wall to minimize ambient sounds.
 �Healthy Mattress: MGM’s organic-cotton mattress builds in 
extra posture support to eliminate tossing and turning.
 � Sleep Monitors: Lark Technologies’ wrist sensors at Westin 
hotels will track your movements at night and analyze the 
causes of any restlessness. source: travel + leisure
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crUise tip

- Catch a one-way repositioning 
cruise and get as much as 40% off 

the regular per day fare for sailings on 
vessels that are shifting from one part of 
the world to the other in the spring and 
fall.   source: petergreenberg.com 

the WoW FActor

7 Travelers can experience twice 
as much in half the time if they 

book their trip through one of Wendy 
Perrin’s WOW List travel fixers, who 
have made the list because they know 
the ins and outs of their destination and 
can get travelers the access and perks 
they didn’t realize they needed; www.
wendyperrin.com/wow-list/

source: independent traveler

greAt escApe

E The recently opened Island 
House in the Bahamas is a wel-

come escape from the mega resorts 
of Paradise Island. With only 30 guest 
rooms, the resort integrates Bahamian 
culture throughout, including a large 
communal area, coffee bar, spa, “move-
ment studio,” and 48-seat on-site cin-
ema; www.the-island-house.com.

source: caribbean journal  

mAgicAl mAp

7 To curb the pain of the of the “do I 
need a visa?” research headache, 

a no-frills website called VisaMapper 
allows visitors to select their national-
ity and instantly see, on a color-coded 
world map, which countries require a 
visa for them to visit and which coun-
tries don’t; www.visamapper.com.

source: huffington post

sUper perk

r Delta Air Lines is offering a new 
upgrade option to select fliers 

that will literally land them outside 
the plane: a seat on a private jet. Select 
members of Delta’s SkyMiles program 
can choose private jet upgrades for 
between $300 and $800 on planes in 
the Delta Private Jets fleet that are not 
otherwise in use. source: bloomberg news 

listen to the experts

7 Full of opinions and insights 
from serious road warriors, the 

FlyerTalk online forums are invaluable. 
Use them to size up airlines, loyalty pro-
grams, and even travel gadgets; www.
flyertalk.com/forum/

source: business insider

cheesy competition

T The response to last year’s inau-
gural festival was so positive that 

there will be more macaroni, more 
cheese and one more Golden Noodle 
Award to present at this year’s Mac 
& Cheese Fest in Chicago on Oct. 24; 
www.macandcheesechicago.com.

source: top news nation

hip hostels 

E There is a new world of upscale 
hostels bridging the gap between 

backpacker basic and four-star chic. 
In prime locations, they maintain the 
social aspect of hostels by providing 
affordable shared rooms, common 
areas and communal kitchens. But they 
shatter preconceptions with their hip 
furnishings, free Wi-Fi, safety precau-
tions and attention to detail; www.
thefreehand.com; www.st-christophers.
co.uk; www.generatorhostels.com/en.

source: the new york times

WhAt’s going on

7 Billed as “The Travelers Social 
Network,” guests use the HelloTel 

app to check into their hotel, indicate 
whether they’re there for “business” or 
“socializing” and after that, they can 
look at activities happening around 
their area and message users either pri-
vately or on a public forum to meet up.

source: fox news

Apps for encounters of 
the local kind
 � UrbanBuddy connects travelers to hand-selected locals who 
answer questions in real time through a live chat on their 
phones. 
 � Traveller Chic pairs single tourists with single locals
 � Local Eats features independently-owned restaurants and local 
places only source: forbes


