
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Leather Goods Fair Offenbach 
Presentation of the I.L.M Award 

 
The winners are 

unique bags from Norway, premium neat’s leather backpack and exquisite bags with 
handicraft patchwork   

 
 
The trend towards top-quality and individual products stood out again at this year’s 
presentation of the I.L.M Award. On the evening of the first fair day Friday, February 27th, 
the prize was donated in the frame of the Chill-Out-Party for three categories namely Basic, 
Newcomer, and Fashion. The high number of applicants for the Award again made obvious 
how significant this prize and the leather goods fair are for the leather industry, said 
Managing Director of the Fair, Arnd Hinrich Kappe on the occasion of the press conference 
for this I.L.M Winter Styles.  
 
Category „Best Newcomer“ 
The jury of the I.L.M selected the bag „Captain“ of the brand Baqbag as winner in the 
category Best Newcomer. The article convinces by its harmonious overall concept: A 
traditional product design has been revived. History and manufacture of this unique item 
have consequently been implemented – best materials have been used and appropriately 
manufactured in perfect conformity with the skilled craft. Baqbag bags are full-scale replica 
of the luggage collection of Gunder Thorstensen, the grandfather of the company founder. 
The metal attributes are made of cast brass, the leather is organically dyed in the old 
manner, and the processing takes place with just natural additives. Each individual item is 
selected by hand and checked for its quality. Baqbag bags are made according to order by 
the customer and they show an imprint inside of the year of production. If desired the initials 
of the buyer can also be embossed. The origin and head office of the Baqbag company is on 
the island of Boröya, Norway, which has only 220 inhabitants. The company looks back on 
130 years of skills with the material leather, nevertheless the business idea only these days 
finds its way into the big cities. For the last round in this category have also been nominated 
„Beadbags Crispy“ of Bead and the item „Linda“ of Rush. 
 
Category „Best in Basics“ 
The backpack „Kopenhagen“ of the brand Jost by Leonhard Heyden is the winner in the 
category Best in Basics. The jury of the I.L.M praised the features of this item as functional 
and sporty, with a harmonious haptic and an outstanding leather selection. Top-quality 
neat’s leather expresses the quality. The product is casual and functional, yet also sportive. 
“Kopenhagen” also impresses by its variability and its comfortable size. This 3-way bag is 
versatile as short-grip bag, backpack, and shoulder bag. The company Leonhard Heyden 
was founded in 1891 by Ferdinand Heyden as a retail trade with connected saddlery with its 
head office today in Hachenburg. In 1987 the fourth generation took over with Beate Jost, 
née Heyden and her husband Dietmar Jost. The collections of Leonhard Heyden are popular 
all over Europe, North America, Asia, Australia, and the Mid East. The merchandise 
produced under the brand Jost is exclusively manufactured in Europe starting with the  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
material and ending with the manufacture. The jury also nominated for this category 
„Adorable“ of Le Tanneur and the „GipfelstürmBär“ of Ergobag. 
 
Category „Best in Fashion“ 
The bag „Angela“ of the brand Abro has been chosen by the jury of the I.L.M as the winner 
in the category Best in Fashion. „Angela” is captivating by the exquisite processing and the 
combination of elegance and nonchalance. This item picks up the bag trend of the 1970s 
with a modern and up-to-date interpretation. The result is reached by the harmonious and 
timeless colorfulness, the three-dimensional appearance and the exciting material 
combination of small, multi-colored patchwork triangles in Nappa leather. These have been 
applied stripe by stripe in a most delicate needlework. Abro company in Rodgau near 
Offenbach was founded by the grandparents of the present-day managing directors of the 
company in the 1930s to set up a production line of belts. Since 1995 the third generation , 
Achim and Stefan Bruder, are managing the company. Currently Abro produces ladies’ 
handbags, belts, shoes, and accessories distributing these goods worldwide. For this 
category have also been nominated Bogner Leather with the item „Circus“ and It 
Luggage Deutschland with the item „Skulls“. 

 
 
About the Prize 
The I.L.M Award is donated by the “Bundesverband der Schuh- und Lederwaren-Industrie 
HDSL” (Federal Association of the Shoe- and Leather Goods Industry HDSL) and includes 
the prize money of 6,000 euros altogether. The award winners are chosen among three 
categories like Basic, Fashion, and Newcomer by an expert jury chaired by Diplom-Designer 
Michael Eibes from Wiesbaden. Further judges are: Dipl.-Designerin Elisabeth Budde 
(Transparent Design Management GmbH), Kathrin Hempel (Atelier „Die Taschenmacherin“), 
Sebastian Herkner (Studio „Sebastian Herkner“), Prof. Petra Kellner (Hochschule für 
Gestaltung Offenbach), Karolina Landowski (Verlag Sternefeld GmbH), Dr. Joachim Stoll 
(Leder Stoll oHG).  
 
Photo material is available for download as of Saturday morning on the website of the 
Messe Offenbach www.messe-offenbach.de. 
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